
 Repeat after me:  Ally Ally Aster, make it snow faster!  Hopefully, that 

will work and weõll get some much needed snow, as our ski season is well             

underway.  Dean Martinõs group to Park City had an enjoyable time despite    

marginal snow conditions.  In fact, some in his group are saying they òraised the 

baró as far as ultimate dining experiences.  Sounds like a challenge to our other 

trip leaders!  Make sure you read Deanõs trip summary for all the details.  And by 

the time you read this, our Big Sky group will have returned and our Snowshoe 

group will be just about on their way. 

 

 Again:  Ally Ally Aster, make it snow faster!  Good job!  And believe it or 

not, itõs time to start planning for our 2013 ski season.  Our annual survey is being 

prepared and will be coming out soon.  Please remember to fill out a survey to give 

us your input on where you would like to ski and travel to for other adventures.  

We DO use the information you provide in this survey to choose the ski resorts we 

will be going to, get your input on other trip ideas, and gather a list of trip leader 

volunteers.   

 

One more time:  Ally Ally Aster, make it snow faster!  We are back at  Hidden  

Valley on Wednesday, February 1st for our membership meeting.  There are no trip 

groups out that day, so we hope to have a great turnout.  A representative from 

Rivermen will be there to showcase whitewater rafting, zip lining, and other fun 

activities at Adventures on the Gorge Resort.  There are sure to be many great  

stories from our Park City and Big Sky trip participants!  See you there! 

 Ally Ally Aster, . . .  

 John Schrader 

Presidentės Message:  

¶ Feb. 2-4: Snowshoe Trip 

¶ Feb. 18: Roanoke Railhouse Brewery 

Tour @ 3 p.m. 

¶ Feb. 26-29: Canaan Valley Trip 

¶ Feb. 28: Happy Hour @ Shulaõs 347 

Grill 

¶ Feb. 11-18: Crested Butte; 18-25: 

Telluride, CO; 11-24: Double Header 
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No trip delays...no weather issues....smooth flying to and from Utah for this 

group of 27 travelers from Roanoke and 4 from locations other than the 

Roanoke area.  There were a few delayed bags on our return flight due to our 

very tight connection from Atlanta to Roanoke, but it could have been 

much worse! Upon arrival in Park City, we had several hours to settle in, 

unpack, and then head to our Welcome Reception within our lodging at the 

Park City Peaks Hotel. To our surprise, the generous reception included 

heavy hors'devours, including crab cakes, grilled chicken teriyaki skewers, 

and a fabulous cheese tray!  Our home away from home for the week in-

cluded such amenities as ski locker storage, indoor/ outdoor hot tubs, indoor/

outdoor pool, sauna, bar/pub/restaurant with free nightly first round drinks, 

a morning breakfast buffet and....daily delivery of fresh, warm from the 

oven cookies and hot-chocolate to your room from the infamous cookie 

man!  The hotel could not have been more accommodating to our group and 

even initiated a Facebook contest between RSC and another club visiting 

from Britain and yes, WE won the contest!  The gifts provided by the hotel 

were then raffled off to two lucky winners in our group: Virginia Miller /bottle of wine 

and Devin Koch/ Park City Flask!   

Unfortunately, the week WE were in Park City Mother Nature was not totally           

cooperative and we were not able to experience the world-renowned Greatest Snow on 

Earth, famous "powder" of Utah.  We had exceptionally mild temperatures and clear 

skies every day.  The only fresh powder was the day of our arrival and the local folks 

thanked us greatly for bringing in some snow!  As I am sure most of you are 

aware.....these conditions are not just being experienced by Utah..... but many locations 

across the country!   :( 

In addition to skiing the three local resorts: Park City, Deer Valley, and the Canyons, 

many in our group also made the most of the many other activities that the Park City 

area had to offer by enjoyingé  

¶ The Utah Olympic Park - A fun destination and an experience you can ONLY get in 

one other place in the US!  Where the 2002 Winter Olympic Games were held!  The 

park offered a very interesting museum and tour of the grounds.  Some were lucky 

enough to catch Olympic athletes training for upcoming games and others took   

advantage of the skeleton/bobsled/luge track for one "heck" of a 56 second thrill ride 

¶ Egyptian Theatre - Located on historic Main Street, featuring live 

entertainment and shows nightly!   

¶ Park City Museum - A self guided tour detailing the history from a 

silver mining town to a ski resort to an Olympic host!   

¶ Historic Main Street -  We found so  much to see and do with over 

200 businesses, boutiques and one-of-a-kind restaurants, bars and 

spas.  We certainly were not at a loss for superb places to dine and shop! 

¶ The Great Salt Lake -  To include a trip to Antelope Island State 

Park in the "Great Salt Lake!"  

UTAH: Rocky Runs, but fun, fun, fun!!! 
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¶ Temple Square  - Mormon buildings were    

visited and the large pipe organ heard at noon 

in the tabernacle 

¶ Bringham Young Home & Family History  

Library - Very interesting for those research-

ing "genealogy" - and free! 

¶ Tanger Outlets/Shopping - Many found the 

nearby outlets to be a great "break" from the 

slopes....favorites were Polo Ralph Lauren, 

Tommy   Hilfiger and Columbia Sportswear!   

¶ Homestead Crater/Hot Spring -  Located in 

Midway, just outside of Park City -  A group 

of us had quite the experience enjoying a 

warm (96 degree) mineral bath inside of a 

large rock dome. The hot springs have been recognized as an interesting and      

unusual geologic feature for over 120 years.  We were able to look down through 

the crystal clear pool's hour-glass-shaped depths of 65 feet and watch scuba divers 

below!  A truly unique life "experience!" 

Last, but certainly not least was our evening spent at Fireside Dining, Empire Canyon 

Lodge - a true "Memory Maker"  setting the bar for future RSC travel destintions!  This 

was not just a meal but an adventure.....a completely awesome  experience!  There were 

at least four floor to ceiling rock fireplaces in the restaurant.   We walked from room to 

room, fireplace to fireplace for each of the four courses.  The first course was exquisite 

Swiss Alpine Raclette cheese, melting off its wedge from the heat of the fire onto plates 

with gourmet Freshly baked breads, house-made mustards,  chutneys, steamed         

potatoes, pearl onions, and cured Italian and Swiss meats.  Quite honestly, I was     

feeling a bit full after this course but we still had 3 more to go!  We then moved on to 

simmering stews and fricassees made with hearty Alpine ingredients such as veal, lamb, 

chicken, quail, leeks, roasted slowly by the fire and brushed with fresh herbs.  Leg of 

lamb roasting    fireside, cut into thin slices and served with au Jus and amazing      

sausage and herb risotto.... and lastly the dessert fireplace tempted us with dark  

chocolate, caramel, and white chocolate Grand Marnier fondues 

with many, many dipping choices such as:   strawberries,        

pineapple, bananas, choc chip cookie wedges, dbl dark choc   

cookies, pound cakes, meringue  fingers, almonds....just to name a 

few.  Several folks commented that they had eaten all over the 

world and this rated right up there with a top 10 "dining          

experience!"  Certainly, to be repeated if the club visits the Park 

City area again!   

In closing, I would have to say that we may not have had the 

opportunity to experience "The Greatest Snow On Earth" (Utah's 

claim to fame....)  but we were very fortunate that we did have 

mild and magnificently clear days to enjoy the slopes and the 

many other activities in the Park City area.   Lucky for us, there 

was so MUCH to do and see! 

Dean Martin, Trip Leader 
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